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This paper reviews the The Durrell Analysis of 
Reading Difficulty test. A brief overview of the test discusses the 
physical fornat and the procedures for administering it. Norms, 
reliability, and validity are discussed for the subtests: Oral 
Reading, Silent Reading, Word Recognition and Word Analysis, Visual 
Memory of word Forms, spelling, and Handwriting. Also presented is a 
general evaluation which reviews some of the shortcomings of the test 
and briefly discusses some of the test' strong points. (HR) 
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Thft Dun vM .1 Aivi l v siv- of ■■j'-'M '] i rv^ nU'ficuM tv i fj hn in- 
dividually pr^fr.i nl stf^rud thjHt I'or ntudontn in cradon ono 
throuf^h six, Roquirod toat^np: time ranf?;eH from 30 "to 90 
minutes. Thn Girphasiy of tho battory of toe to Ib oni silent 
and oral rondinf;! lls<t.onin,"; comprc^honoion i word finalyniHi 
phonotlcf?! pronunciati')ni writinp:t and npollinf<. The An a I vh in 
allow.*? for "oituationa in which the examiner may observe in 
detail various aspects of a child's reading" (Durrell, 1955)* 
A major purpose of the Analysis is to uncover weaknessefl and 
faulty habits in reading which lend themselves to a remedial 
pr6f!;ram. One of the major strenf^ths and features of this 
test is the inclusion of checklists for the ^;)urpo8e of record* 
InR observation of difficulties, 

Tho testing materials consist of a routjable spiral V.ound 
booklet of "Reading paragraphs," a reusable hand tachisto- 
acope and cards, th*; "i?xaminer*8 Manual," and five "Record 
Booklets, 

The Analysis is comprised first of tho •Oral Reading" 
-5 ''.j:^/' ' ; eection, which oonisists of eight paragraphs 

with quoKtions to moasiurc! corriprohfinsiion, T/. compro^.'-'iiJiion 
in mcanumd, hov/ovor, only by recall of details i thnro aro 
no quostionn to moasure tho ntuderit*?; critical rcadin/^ which 
Stands as a criticism of the test. The checklists of the 
oral readinf; section covers four phases of phrase reading?, 
six charactorir.ticn of word nkilln, eleven characteristics of 
voice, enunciation and expression, and eirht characterlr.tics 
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of /'onorMl roadinr, habUi!!, r.orrr.r; arc uinTw.^rd U>v /irv'ifi' :: 
ono throur;h nix on tho ItiV.^flf. of low, nuidium und hirh, Thr 
norms I however, "are banod upon E?pf. d of reading; alonoi thoro 
are not norms for level of compreh».ru> Ion, , , ?• (Maxwell, 195,9)» 

Paragraphs correspond to grade level, and the author 
BUfjgents that testing begin at the child •s actual rcadinf^ 
level and that at least three paragraphs be read, Spache 
(1959)1 however, states that because there is only one para- 
graph at each reading level, "it is impossible to follow 
these directions and secure an adequate sample with individ- 
uals reading below the third garde level. Thus, itwe aaoume 
that the readinft selections represent specific grade levels, 
which is doubtful, the tost will function ad'equately only as 
a measure of the simplest type of oral reading above primary 
levels," This writer suggests that testing begin at two 
years below the actual grade level. 

The child reads successive paragraphs until seven or 
more errora are made on a single paragraph or until the 
students exceeds the required reading time by more than two 
mlnutPi, The attained score is based upon the time it took 
the student to road each paragraph, the num'oer of comprehen- 
sion quootlonn nr.r^vtnrcA correctly (two or moro questions 
answered incorrectly is indicative of poor comprehension 
or low attention in oral reading), and the oral reading 
errors which Incluoei omitted words or word parts t mis- 
pronunciation of wor"i-;i repetitions, t words pronounced for 
the examinee I insortlon of words or syllables 1 ominn ion 
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of punctuation I and hr^nltfincv , « 

The aocond part of tho tont battery in the "Silont 
Reading TetUif," which alno conaist of cifrht paraRraphsi which 
correspond in difficulty to the oral roadinf; paragraphs. 
The checklict for thic (section providoa for seven itoniH In 
mechanics of silent reading, seven characteristics of recall, 
throe items for eye movement, and three levels for a compar- 
ison with oral reading, (phere are no questions which involve 
any type of comprohensioni however, imagery queotions are 
included. Norma are Included for silent reading level. 

According to Spache (1959)i the primary purpose of this 
test is to- obtain a direct comparison of-^oral and silent 
reading abilities because the student reads paragraphs and 
rumwors questions which are comparabic to"lbf)e on the "*'Dr'ttl 
Reading Test," "As in the Oral Reading Test, the examiner 
6knT)tt secure an adequate sample for individuals reading 
below third grade level" (Spache, 1959) # Because many 
students have~~1;he ability to recall the details of these 
paragraphs without actual comprohenaion, the adequacy of the 
tout rt:i r-;o.-iwi!ro of nllnni, rnr.din;:- i'r; fiuViou;;, an in t^-.r^ 
comparfibility with the oral Reading Tost (i:pache, 1959). 

The third subtest is the "Listoninr Comprohension Tostr 
which contain seven paragraphs (one for each grade level) 
and comprehension questions. The sOgment is deemed 
"prainworthy" by f.:axwoll (1959) as it is not always included 
in dlagnot'tic reading tents. Spache (I959)i however, rUatos 
that the "Lintoning Coinprohom; ion" is roally an adaptntion 
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of th" Or:il H<v;uliii,\ Tc-y\, and th'vl; i.-ach roinUnr; iu;l(.'Cl.i(»ri 
in tho llntonln.": no/rmfMit ifj actunUy one frhdv lovo] bt'low 
each orra roadlnr, para/rraph and IncludoB a proup of rocall 
questions* 

The examinor io to begin with the paragraph that cor- 
responds to the student Vn prado level or chronological a{;e. 
The child should bo able, to answer all questions on the par- 
agraph for his cr^de level. The listoninR comprehension 
Bcore is estimated as being on the level at which not more 
than one question is missed, Spacho (1959) feels that this 
"arbitrarily scaled tost is intended to function as a measure of 
potential for reading, comprehension. " 

Eight supplemtary paragraphs are included which are 
comparable in difficulty to the silent and oral reading par- 
agraphs. These paragraphs may be used for supplementary 
testing, retesting, written recall, or for checking speed 
of handwriting from copy. 

The fourth subtest is "Word Recognition and Word Analy- 
sis* a«<)iie used to measure immediate word recognition and 
delayed word analysis. This segment consists of a manual 
tachistoscopo, two lists, one for erado one and a yGcond lor 
grades two throu^i^h six, rjoparato normn are provided nnd ^ 
checklist which includcG five word recognition skills (for 
flashed words) and fourteen itmes for word analysis. 

The list is presented to the student baaed upon his 
grade level, ThR test in cofnplet(?d whori seven consocutivo 
incorrect responses arc obtained or when the entire card 
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in cor.pl otcd. T/ic "V.'orci rJi-^'-o";)..! ti on Tcta" iv, pralnrd (;:pach:', 
1959) .?ui the "inoivL orirAnal ami junctional tont In the battory, 
provided the examinor can manJ pulate it properly," It in 
felt that, throuf^h this test, the e,t*ident*s visual recog- 
nition of words ir, adequately tested, but there are no pro- 
visions by which the student's methods of word attack can be 
analyzed (Kaxwell, 1959), 

The following test is "Visual Memory of Word Forms" 
which consists of identification tests for primary grades, and 
writing from memory for intermediate grades. Norms are 
- included for both. Also included are checklists for three 

character if.tics , 

'Naming letters-Identifying Letters Names-Katching 
Letters" is another test which is designed primarily for 
the nonreaderi however, it may be used with any child who 
is suspected 'not to know the names of the letters. Another 
test is "Hearing Sounds in Words" which' is geared for any 
child whose reading level is grade three or below. This 
test roquif'es the child t6 indicate^ words which have the 
oame beginning, final, or beginning and final sound as the 
words pronounced. The following test is the "Sounds of 
Letters" which iv> for those who are roadir./^ on second grarip 
level or below. These tests may be useful meaeuroe of phonic 
Bkills, 

H A ••Learning Rate'* test is also included and is designed 

for tho nonrorJor of tho prcjirim^^r reador* The purpose is 
to discover the degree of difficulty the child has in remem- 
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bor.U;,': v.'orti;'! t'ln.;^,-! , iMi ii!'. lor.t ;i. U.(:np tr; tn ,"!0?::n;ro Ih'" 
child 'j'j abj l ity to loam r.;olatod wordr. by rj. abbreviatod 
method. TM« lot5t doct? not mt'auurc normn, and with thin 
absence and "the ignorin^^ of the influence of the child's 
intellectual Invel, and the use of an inadequate number* of 
words to ohallonno children of higher capacities, all tend 
to make these tests of little practical value in its present 
form" (Spache, 1959)t 

The final two tests are supplementary test of "Spelling 
and "Handwriting," Two spelling lists are provided, one 
for primary grades and the second for intermediate grades, 
A ch^klist of difficulties in spelling consisting of four 
characteristics is provided as are norms. Spelling errors 
-are to be noted and combined with those from oral reading. 
As Spache (1959) notes, "those errors are not carefully 
defined or described, nor are all significant types noted," 
The "Handwriting Test" is administered by havirg the child 
copy a paragraph he read orally for one minute if he is in 
grade two or above. If the child is in grade one, he is 
asked to write a few words if he can or copy letters from 
the parapraphn, A checklist if; provided which includes 
four charactnrinticR of hnndwritin^'^ difficulty and ^^rnde 
norms are provided based on letters written per minute. 

Norms - Re 1 i a b i 1 i ty » Val i d i ty 

Norms are included for the following subtests of the 
Analysis i Oral Heading (based upon speed of reading)! 
Silent Rf?ading (based upon speed of reading)! V/ord Kocof^- 
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nltion Mri'J v/ord Anul.vr/t :• j V5.r,un"l I'.'.onioi-' of .Vonl i-orrnr. i r'.i.(;l..l i ii^/;f 
and Hancl 

The basin upon which those tostG were Btandardized and 
b1z(; and nature of the population is . not stated. It is stated, 
however, that "whoroevor norm tablen arc presented, the norms 
arc baaod on no fewer than a thousand children for- each tost** 
(Lurnai, If:;.':). AIko, there is no information presented 
regarding roliability and validity of any of the teats. It 
is believed that it is the author's contention that statistics 
of reliability and validity are not necessary because the 
reading process per se is being tested. 



General Evaluation 

In general, the Pur re 11 Analysis of Reading Difficulty 



and assess reading habits and related skills. 

There are shortcomings to the test. For the "Oral . 
Reading Test" and "Silent Reading Test" it is not possible 
to obtain an accurate score for students reading below 
grade level three, A second criticism is that the oompre- 
henp.lon qu'?rtior>fi do not rioa'?ure critical readin<^, but rather 
recall of details. There are no normu to measure the ctu- 
dnet*3 level of compre hens ion i normn are based on speed of 



reading. 

The "Listening" subtest has been both acclaimed and 
questioned (Nlaxwell, 1959 and Spache, 1959). The other 
major subtests, "v/ords and Letter Recognition" are adequate 
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hut th'!;.- df) rio t, p!'t^'-.:ru r c i ',o-;-. t:'- .•■V'.nly 7.f^' {.ho r t.ij('.o;",i; ' f 
method of woni!? ?j tt,'i'.::k. T»^o r.i'P])].o!Tiontar.v toirt oT ":;p('llir! 
door, not complotcly state what the erros are that are to ho 
combined with those for oral roatUnR. 

A final criticism of the Analysis in that norms are 
Interriporsed on variour. pa^^oo (Schreiber, 1973) • 

In brief, the Pur re 11 Analysis of Reading niffjculty 
l3 desicned primarily for observing faulty habits and 
weaknesses in reading which are pertinent to planning a 
remedial program. The author states that the checklists 
of difficulties are the most important features of the 
test, and that they "are more important than the norms" 
(Durrell, 1955). The checklists are detailed and appear 
to be complete. The instructions in the namual are clear, 
and they provide fairly adequate directions for easy admin- 
istration. 
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